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A ii m for S uteaarto a* 

17 


A new 


transporter dock* elated c-n toe Slyer on /October i* 

a further indication tost ftipyard an- ttawoaalak plan* to toila 

exception^ large sutoartoea. -a* appearance of this dock cotoclde. with 
toe completion of a sew eatoartoe as* to. struct too of too large, awslear 


dock cm, twport sabmrtoe. up to feet to M A «*«*rto« •* ««* 
»i»e is larger than any »u**»rto* previously cemttrwsfrA to the OBSH and is 
o«Uy *7 fee* shorter than toe torasw ue ancleer «to«riae, to* 3SS Triton . 

Before to* appearance of to* tnuiaporter took, vessel# offlMtruetod at 
SqaaoeioXste iaciudtog W-elaas «*oa*trf «s* sad Kotlio/KllAia-eles# a**trc«™r«, 
with M#rfe emfto of H feet, ware transported, by pontoons- ftoto®* were 
iwcemmsy because depths to toe Aeur Kiver and to* 'Sartor »trelt ear* w» 
shallow a* 10.5 feet, fte wee of a =r*ae*»rser dock toetato of 
indicate* to* delivery of ships of even greater draft- aereitoe, to* e»~ 
^wnuee of a large transporter dod to evideaee tost Scemoa olmk to planning 
to* construction and transport of eiatopttonally tor®* ei*aaria®». 
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mitmBJtlim project# +% %£wwmo±-*&' 






it to estiaated that toie 


* ft® three principal aetoods by which draft to reduced for deep draft vsitset* 
SeS* shallow «to- ar® transporter docks, pontoon. sad bargee. 
A transporter dock to a specialised float tog dock with a rovaOmd .m& enclosed 
POW to improve towing qualities. A sasli superstructure to located -u toe 
S. IttirSa* welto STf*» to* how to toe stem, which to open. 
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Production and bci lt t ias 

ninM the end of World War TI Shipyard So. 199, Xomoaol.sk ha* concerned 
Itself primarily with construction of a variety of nasal wnwls In clud i ng 
w-clas* submarines, Skoryy clans <le*r.rcyer» and Riga class TS>*. Tha shipyard 
currently haa under construction throe or Tour new *ibsmrlr» types of which two 
are est im a ted to be large in wise usd nuclear propelled. In addition, tha 
shipyard is constructing Kotlin/mdln clasa deatroyera. 

rard facilities aroaar to haw keot once with the tempo of nasal shin- 
building. 3y 1951* tha yard had in operation fair new covered building docks 
and mwsrous aupporfe facilities, which can be related directly to the mu 
r o lin/Xildin clasa destroyer and the w-clasa submarine building oro 
which were laid down about the same tine as these facilities went into 
operation* 

More recently* two large plate-bending rolls, new gantry cranes and new 
automatic welding equipment were added. Thi* equipment appears to be related 
to the new submarine building oroiqram now in progress. The naw transporter 
dock is the latest addition and it mv well he a further Indication of the 
olan-.ied construction of exceptionally large submarines at Korasossolak. 

locational ftrobleas 

Homsoao} sk is located 11*5 miles upstream from the mouth of tha Amir 
Stiver. Although this location nrovides a certain security* it also presents 
certain archies* as a center of shlpb ? tiding. Restrictive water depths la 
the Amur Stiver and the "artsr strait — the shallowest death encountered 
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utilisation of m mi wi 


Although in the W both pontoon* and transporter dooloi are common 
dotted* of redoing draft* transporter docks are mch acre economical in 
transport coat than pontoons* Because of this* they are usually employed in 
place of pontoons shere the transport distance exceeds 500 miles* In adciiticn* 
transporter docks excel all other scans of reducing draft share tbs required 


redaction is around ItO to 50 percent* b/ 
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Available evidence indicates that the new trasaporter dock is associated 
with Shipyard Wo. 199# Xfemsoaolsk. the only other area of ship construction in 
the Bar 3hst that might require the use of a transporter dock ia Khabarovsk* 
.towever, the sise of this dock considerably exceeds any requirement of 
Khabarovsk. Sfor can such a floating dock reasonably be c onst rued to rwimn a 
repair doek. Adequate repair f&eilitiee ffer naval vessels are located at Vlad- 
ivostok and Sbviatakaya (Javan. More then adequate repair facilities fbr river 
vessels exist at Khabarovsk and adequate facilities are aiMO available at 
liikolaevsk. Bse use of the transporter doek is United, therefore# to the 
.aovaaeut of newly constructed vessel/; out of Korasoaolsk. 

B*® appearance of the transporter dock coincides with the appearance of 
the first new submarine of the cuna.t submarine construction program at 
Komsonolsfc, Since the only other nasal vessel besides submarines under con- 
struction at this shipyard is the Kotlia^Oldia class destroyer, which was 
delivered by pontoons, the transporter dock is believed to be almost certainly 
for the transport of submarines from HSaasoaolsk. 

The else of the transporter dock indicates that ftsmsoaolsk ia construct! nc 
sutasriaes of asceptlomlly large sis®, this aseuaptioa is .further strengthened 
by the evidence of the construction ®? two large, nuclear submarine projects ^ 
Kormaomolsk. From the internal dimensions of the dock, it is estimated that 
sutaariaas up to too feet in length earn be transported. A submarine too feet 
long and displacing $000 tons is unusually large, e nd such larger ^ any 
s u bma r in e known to hare been built ia the OBSR. A submarine of thla sis* is 
only hf feet shorter then the largest t® built submarine, the nuclear 088 Triton. 
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